
 
FUNDING POLICY FOR EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT 

It is the policy of the Mary E. Bivins Foundation to distribute funds for charitable 
purposes that address the specific nonrecurring needs of qualified nonprofit organizations 
committed to enriching the quality of life in the northernmost twenty-six counties of the 
Texas Panhandle.  The policy outlined below is specific to the Foundation’s consideration 
of funding requests from rural communities for the purchase or upgrade of an ambulance 
and/or fire truck. 

• The applicant must meet all eligibility requirements as outlined on the grants page of 
the Mary E. Bivins Foundation’s website and in accordance with IRS regulations. 

• The applicant must provide evidence of support for the request, ability to work with 
other agencies and evaluation of potential duplication of services. 

• The applicant must raise at least half of the cost of the request prior to grant 
submission. 

• The applicant must, in a timely manner, exhaust all state and federal funding sources 
prior to grant submission. 

• The applicant must submit Ambulance Activity Reports showing proof of need (i.e. 
emergency runs, non-emergency transports, false alarm calls, standby at athletic 
events, etc.) as part of the application. 

• The applicant must submit Fire Truck Activity Reports showing proof of need (i.e. in-
town, aid to other communities or counties, number of structure, grass, chemical, 
other, fires, etc.) 

• The applicant must provide the current number, type, and year model of ambulance(s) 
and fire truck(s) in fleet and provide a preventative maintenance schedule for current 
vehicles. 

• The applicant may not submit a funding request more frequently than every ten years. 

• Priority consideration will be given to areas with no services or that are underserved. 

• Priority consideration will be given to applicants who have signed the Panhandle 
Region (Texas State Planning Region 1) Regional Mutual Aid Agreement.  A sample 
copy of the Agreement is attached. 

For questions or clarification regarding any attachments, please contact Tracy Selle, 
Grants and Scholarships Program Officer, at 806-379-9400 or 

tracy@bivinsfoundation.org.  

mailto:tracy@bivinsfoundation.org
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